The cytokine-mediated imbalance between coagulant and anticoagulant mechanisms in sepsis and endotoxaemia.
Disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) is a frequently occurring complication of sepsis and may contribute to multiple organ failure. More insight into the pathogenesis of this derangement of the coagulation system is necessary to develop more effective therapeutic strategies for this condition. Recently, more detailed knowledge on the pathogenetic pathways involved in DIC has been obtained by the study of models of experimental bacteraemia and endotoxaemia in human subjects and non-human primates. The mechanisms that lead to activation of coagulation, potentiated by the simultaneous depression of physiological inhibitory systems and to impaired function of the fibrinolytic system, are outlined in this review. In addition, the mediatory role of various cytokines in the derangement of coagulation is discussed.